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What is Chemistry All About?

Chemistry at its simplest is the study of matter and the changes it undergoes.  This is an extremely broad statement, and indeed, chemistry is a very broad and mature science.  The origins of chemistry were concerned with the dream of many alchemists, the transformation of common substances into more precious metals.  While we know today that was a futile pursuit, modern chemistry was born out of a desire of these scientific predecessors to understand what they were observing.  More than a desire to transform matter, chemistry became a quest to predict how matter would change under specific conditions and to manipulate those conditions to a desired end.
Today, chemists are most interested in a variety of frontiers, including drugs and medicine, energy production and storage, materials and polymers engineering, and nanotechnology.  Chemists are trying to better understand the physics and the energy transformation of these processes.  They’re also trying new ways and media to produce their products, even engineering biological organisms to produce natural or desired products.  The constancy in all of these diverse research areas, however, is in the fundamental approach these chemists take to scientific research and the basic fundamentals of the chemical sciences. 
In our course this year, we will focus on providing our students with a strong understanding of the fundamental principles of chemistry and a strong foundation in conducting scientific investigation.  Whenever possible, we also would like to present the natural connections between chemistry and the other natural sciences.  This class is a two-semester course consisting of a balance between lecture and laboratory experiences.  It will involve learning new vocabulary and developing critical thinking, laboratory and communication skills.  Throughout the year, infused in the curriculum, we will be studying the nature of science, scientific method, lab safety rules, and lab equipment.  Other topics will include atomic theory, nuclear chemistry, chemical bonding, chemical reactions, quantitative methods, physical chemistry, acids and bases, and states of matter. Students are expected to engage themselves in the topics presented and show mastery of the Chemistry TEKS (§112.35. Chemistry) when asked to do so.   Below is a tentative syllabus for our course including the specific topics we plan to discuss and when:

	Fall 2016
	Spring 2017

	Date
	Topics
	Date
	Topics

	8/23
	Unit 1 – Matter
	1/3
	Unit 6 – Mole Concept

	
	
	
	

	
	Unit 2A – The Atomic Structure  
	
	Unit 7 – Stoichiometry

	
	
	
	

	  
	Unit 2B –EM Spectrum& Electron Configuration
	
	Unit 8 – Gas Laws

	9/30
	End of 1st Six Weeks
	2/17
	End of 4th Six Weeks

	
	
	
	

	
	Unit 3 – Periodic Table
	
	Unit 9 – Chemistry of Solutions

	
	
	
	

	
	Unit 4A– Nomenclature
	
	Unit 10 – Acids and Bases

	11/4
	End of 2nd Six Weeks
	
	

	
	
	4/7
	End of 5th Six Weeks

	
	Unit 3B – Chemical Bonding 
	
	Unit 11- Energy

	
	
	
	

	
	Unit 5 – Chemical Reactions
	
	                                      

	12/12-15   
	Semester Exam 
	5/26-6/1
	Semester Exam

	
	
	
	

	Please Note:  Dates listed here are tentative and subject to change.  Every effort will be made to notify you when these changes are made.  Please consult your individual teacher’s website for the most up to date information.

	
	
	
	

	


	Cedar Ridge High School 2016-2017

	

	STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Follow all district and school policies. (Dress code, conduct, etc.)

2. Bring your work, notes, writing utensils, and brain to class every day.
3. Follow directions the first time. 

4. Be Respectful of yourself and others.

5. Communicate with your teacher and peers

6. Participate actively and HAVE FUN!
	GRADING SCALE
Major Grades:           
             40%

    Tests, Lab Reports

Minor Grades:
             40%

     Quizzes, Small Labs

Daily Grades                     
20%

LATE WORK POLICY

On Time = 100% of maximum 

Late daily work and Projects = 70% of maximum
Late work includes any assignment in any category. Students have one block day past the assigned deadline to turn in for a late grade up to a 70. After this, a student may turn in the work for a maximum of a 50, up until the Wednesday before the progress reporting deadline if it was due within the first three weeks of the six weeks. If the assignment is due in the latter half of the marking period the student may turn in the assignment until the Wednesday before the six-weeks reporting deadline. No late work is eligible for a redo.

	

	Consequences

The following represent a minimum response to violations of our health and safety policy:

1st    Verbal or written warning 

2nd  Student & teacher conference

3rd  Parent Contact and/or detention
4th  Referral to assistant principal
	BATHROOM POLICY

Please do your business before and after class.  If you must go during class, please do not ask to go during these times:

· 20 minutes after & before the bell (Policy)

· During instruction (including videos)
· Only after teacher gives you permission!

	RE-TEACHING & RE-TESTING (CRHS SCIENCE DEPARTMENT)
A Redo/Retake is available when a student earns a grade below 70% on a major or minor grade. 

· Daily grades are not available for Redo/Retake. 

· The maximum grade a student can earn on a Redo/Retake is 70% if the student scores 70% or more on the Re-do/Re-take. 
A student can Redo/Retake any major or minor grades per marking period.

When a student earns a grade below 70%, the student will complete a Redo/Retake request form and turn it in to the teacher. 

· The form requires a parent signature and will be copied on pink paper and available to students in the classroom or on teacher websites. 

· The information on the form may vary from department to department.



	Redo/Retake assignments may be different from the original assignment.

A time limit for Redo/Retake assignments will be established by the classroom teacher.

Note to teachers: It is recommended that a meeting between student, parent and teacher is scheduled when a student consistently is need of Re-do/Re-take.

ABSENT POLICY

Students are given one extra block to turn in work without a late penalty for each day missed for a non-school related absence. Students are responsible for obtaining and completing make-up work before their first day back in class following an absence. Students are expected to schedule a before or after school tutorial time with their instructor or another grade-level teacher. After the extra block assigned, the Late Work policy applies. Teachers will post assignments on their websites.

· Example A:  If a student is absent on the Monday an assignment is due, the due date becomes Wednesday.

· Example B:   If a student is absent on a Monday when an assignment is given and the assignment is due on Wednesday, then the absent student’s due date becomes Friday.

· It is YOUR responsibility to check on missed work no later than the day you come back to school, even if you don’t have class with me.  You may contact me via email if and when you are out for information.  
Students absent for school-related functions are expected to make arrangements with teachers in advance of their absence. Students are expected to schedule a before or after school tutorial time with their instructor when making these arrangements. Students are encouraged to attend a tutorial before their first day back in class following an absence so they can remain on schedule with their class. Work assigned before the date of the school-related absence is due on the original due date. After the original assigned date of the assignment, or the day agreed upon with the teacher, the Late Work policy applies.
· Laboratory- There will be three designate make up lab days. You must attend one of these make up days and get a signature by the teacher.  If you do not attend a make day, you will forfeit your lab grade and get a zero. Please plan your time appropriately. 
Quizzes & Test missed due to absence must be made up within the Re-Teaching & Re-Testing framework.
Students must schedule a makeup test or quiz date during tutorials within one week of coming back to school for full credit. After that, they have one week to make up the test or quiz for a 70. 

	

	LAB SAFETY

SAFETY FIRST! This is a lab intensive course. Therefore, the following procedures are enforced to ensure your safety and must be followed all times:

· No food or drink during lab activities!

· Always wear the designated safety equipment! (Goggles, apron, gloves etc.)

· Horseplay is never appropriate!

· Broken lab equipment must be replaced by the student at catalogue cost. (RRISD Policy)

· All students are responsible for their desk area/lab station and keeping the room clean.

	COMMUNICATION 

The teachers of Cedar Ridge High School will endeavor to be proactive in contacting parents and guardians of students to address potential academic and behavioral issues.  We would also like to encourage all parents and guardians to contact teachers directly at any time if they have any questions or concerns.  There are multiple forms of communication, including phone and e-mail, and we encourage parents and guardians to contact us through whatever means is comfortable and convenient.  Additionally, we encourage prior notification of planned absences and will gladly make arrangements for assignments ahead of time.

	COURSE MATERIALS 

Students will be expected to be well organized and responsible for their performance!  In order to encourage student learning and mastery of the material, students should plan to always have the following materials everyday:
· Interactive Notebook/binder (See Informational Handout on Interactive Notebooks)

· If using a binder, loose-leaf paper and dividers will be needed.

· Writing Utensils - Pens (blue or black ink), red pen, #2 pencil(s), highlighter(s), etc.

· Calculator – This can be a lower-tech scientific calculator.  It does not need to be a graphing calculator.  Some will be available in class, but I will not have enough to supply everyone.


	TUTORING
If you are having trouble in this class, please seek my help. If you have questions concerning assignments, especially if you have been absent, you must attend tutoring for extra help as there is not much time in class for this type of one–to-one instruction.  I am available during my scheduled tutoring times listed outside my classroom door.  There are several teachers teaching this course and would be very happy to help with any questions you might have.  Please feel free to stop by and ask your question.  Their times and rooms are posted by my door as well. My door is always open to you!  Besides tutoring, feel free to use my classroom to meet to work on group projects, or to work on any of your assignments.  

	ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
Incidences of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated under any circumstance.  Examples of academic dishonesty can include and are not limited to plagiarism, cheating, and collusion.  This also will include copying of laboratory results not authorized by the teacher.  Students who commit academic honesty will receive a grade of zero for that assignment.  Students who provide information to another student in a dishonest way are just as culpable of academic dishonesty as the student who receives the information and will receive the same treatment under this policy.  Students will be expected to follow the academic integrity policy. A copy of the policy was emailed to students on the first day of school. It can also be found on the teacher website. 


TextBook
Students will have access to an online textbook. This can be used as reference.  
Textbook: Chemistry: Matter & Change (McGraw-Hill)                          
Go to the website www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com              For example, if your id # is 123456               
Login is RRISDsxxxxxx   where xxxxxx is your id #                       Login is RRISDs123456

Password sxxxxxx  where xxxxxx is your id#                                 Password is s123456



Secrets of Straight “A” Students
1. SET PRIORITIES. There is no interruption of study time with TV, phone calls, snacks, etc. 
2. STUDY ANYWHERE OR EVERYWHERE. Keep a regular time everyday for studying and utilize extra time at work or play to study. 
3. GET ORGANIZED. Keep an organized planner and notebook with all assignments and an organized study area with all supplies. Make sure to have all assignments and needed materials with you each time you go to class. 

4. LEARN HOW TO READ. The secret of good reading is to be an "active reader." 
5. SCHEDULE YOUR TIME. Procrastination is a student's best enemy.  Don't wait to the last minute to complete assignments or to study. 
6. TAKE GOOD NOTES - AND USE THEM! Always read the chapter, but listen and copy notes in class and then reread and recopy your notes each day. 

7. CLEAN UP YOUR ACT. Neat assignments are more likely to get higher grades than sloppy ones. 
8. SPEAK UP. Participate in class by asking questions and showing intellectual curiosity. 

9. STUDY TOGETHER. Many hands make light work my grandmother always said.  Having someone to bounce ideas off of is a great way to get prepared! 
10. TEST YOURSELF. Make up and answer possible test questions or write out answers to chapter objectives. 

11. DO MORE THAN YOU ARE ASKED. Part of learning is practicing and the more you practice, the more you learn. 
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	Cedar Ridge High School

2801 Gattis School Road Round Rock, Texas 78664

(512)704-0100

Fax: (512) 704-0280

Principal: Lynette Thomas


August 23rd & 24th, 2016
Dear Parents/Guardians:

I am pleased to have your child in our science program here at Cedar Ridge High School.  For our inaugural year, we have many exciting things planned and want to do everything possible to help our students be successful now and well into the future.  Parent involvement has proven to be the greatest factor in student success and listed below are ways in which you can get involved throughout the year:

· Daily Practice – You should assume that your child will have 10-20 minutes of science homework every day for practice!  Homework is meant to preview topics as well as reinforce concepts discussed in class and will be key to retaining information long-term.  It is important that your child takes time every day for studying.  Please check with your child regularly to see what has been assigned and when it is due or what he or she should review for next class.    

· Tests, Quizzes & Formal Assessments – We want our students to be over prepared for any formal exam and/or a college future. Therefore, assessments are rigorous and it will be necessary for students to spend time at home preparing for their next test or exam.  Please encourage them to read and review the appropriate chapters, study notes, and class assignments and attend tutoring sessions if they don’t understand any of the concepts.  Simply quizzing your child at home will help out immensely!

· Website – I have prepared a course website with information and resources available to help our students with their studies.  Please visit this website yourself to see our current agenda, assignments, handouts and class notes and links to general course information.  The link to the website can be found on the school website which will serve as my ‘virtual classroom’ so you will need your child’s login information to keep up with our course.

· Grades – Grades, of course, are how we measure a student’s performance (mastery) and in this course we will be rigorous in our grading by design.  Please be aware of the departments grading structure as well as times that school progress reports are made available.  Current grades can also be accessed on-line.  

I welcome your comments and concerns at any time.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.   Email works the best but please allow one business day (24 hours) for any response.  Thank you in advance for your continued involvement in your child’s education!

Sincerely yours,

The Cedar Ridge Pre-AP Chemistry Team

Last Name: ____________________________ First Name: ___________________   Period: _____

Signature Page

Please read the following sections and reference the information pages.  When completed, please sign each of the sections below to signify that you have read and understand the information provided. When finished, have this document returned to the teacher by the next class period.   

Policies and Procedures (Pages 3, 4, & 5)
The Policies and Procedures in this packet are designed to ensure our students success and their enjoyment of this course.  Please read them thoroughly and let me know if you have any questions.

By signing below you are indicating that you have read and understand all of the information written in the Policies and Procedures section of this document and are agreeing to live up to these expectations and face the consequences when you do not.

Student Signature: ________________________________________ Date: _____________

   Parent Signature: ________________________________________ Date: _____________
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Welcome to


Onlevel Chemistry


Mrs. Ivy


Dr. Govea


Mr. Rodriguez


Ms. Stephens








Course Information Packet


2016-2017








Please read through all items in this packet with your parents.


Page 7 is a letter to parents.


Page 9 should be signed and returned next class period. 


All other pages not being turned in should be permanently placed in the student’s notebook for reference.
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If a student is caught cheating or plagiarizing on any assignment, that assignment will result in a zero. You are eligible to redue it for up to a grade of a 60.


This includes lab reports and any other assignments. Remember, only the data is collected with you lab partner. ALL questions and lab write ups are to be done ON YOUR OWN!!
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